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Once viewed as wastelands, wetlands are now better appreciated by the public tor the value they 
bring to human lile. lU’ some estimates, wetlands once covered nu^re than 2(H) millicm acres in the 
United States. Mu. nearlv hall ol these valuable ea^sx’stcms were dcstroxed b\- the U)S0's ior use in 
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agriculture and land development. Recent legislation seeks to protect wet lands and assixiated biota, 
yet these ecosystems continue to be destroyed, albeit at a slower rate, and wetland species become 
threatened or endangered. This book locuses on palustrine w'et lands, i.e. marshes, bogs, and swamps 
and within the first lew pages raises the reaelcr's aw areness ol the \cilue ot wetlands. 

Ik'ginning, appropriately, with a del inition ol wrt lands as eavsystems, C,o,\ enumerates in the 
lirst chapter the value (d wet lands as habitat lor biota. I Kuxl protection, recreation and groundwater 
recharge, aimuig ot hers. The ini roduction also touches (>n w'ct land product i\'ity and nut rient cx cling, 
with emj'jhasis on carbon dio.xide and global climate change due to t he burning ol (ossil luels. In latter 
hall ol t he I irst chapter, .some major wetlands in North America are described— the Atchaiala)a Swamp, 
Cranberry Ciladesol West Virginia, the bverglades. i he Great l">ismal Sw'amp. C^kelenokce. t he Pocosins 
and prairie pothole marshes. Inlormation about each w'etlanddetaiUgeographydominant vegetation, 
and historical and current ranges. The next live ehaj^ters emphasize the plants that grow in wvt- 
lands. Chapter two, entitled Types ol Idants, exjblores the dillerent forms ol plant lile in w'etlands or 
\ov that matter, any ecosystem on t he planet. Details on t he lile history and general characteristics ol 
algae, fungi, slime molds, lichens, bryopln tes, ferns and allies, gx innosperms and angiosperms are 
provided. In the next chapter, St rategies lor Survival, t he author presents pidlination syndromes, seed 
dispersal mechanisms, and adaptations lor water in wvt land plant s ( haptersiui marshes and sw’amps 
and bogs and peatlands locus primaril\' on the vascular plants gri’^w ing there Though illustrations 
are scattered throughout the bocM. more are pre.scnted here to enhance the plant descript iims. 

In t he chaj^ter, Plants ol Special Interest, the amount inku'inat ion on pcSsonous plants lar lUit 
w'eighs t he Llctailson hallucinogenic and edible plants. In lact. cuil\' one hallucinogenic plant is men- 
tioned, swx'ctl lag ov Ar()f us ( ciLmiiis. and I found mysell wvsndering about the merit ol listing this 
plant in iiscnvn heading because ol its psychoactive properties. Perhaps it would ha\^' been belter seiw'ed 
in the medicinal plants section since Naii\'c Americans used it to treat some plu’sical ailments. 

Transit ions i n the physical characteristics ol wet laiuls due to seasonal climate change are dis- 
cussed in chapter seven. Through the Year. Noxious acjuai ic w'ceds are also considered in scancLletail 
here. The aut hor proxTdes tips cm c(dleci ing. preseiw'ing aiul idem il ying plants, including souiui arl 
\'ice on where and \^'hat not to odiect. (.obtaining permission trom land owners pri(5r to collecting 
and how to collect good, representatix’e specimens. In the final chapter, suggested act i\'it les on wet- 
lands, such as making a study on the lile histtxw' ol a plant ov im'Cst igal ing the characteristics ol a 
local wvt land, encouraee reaLlerst(5 learn imme. 


1 his book raises awareness regarding the imptxaance td wau lands. The d\namic attributesid 
ecosystems and interconnected nature (d wetlaiul bicua isstre.sscd i hroughcnit. Clarit y and brevity 
(d Cox's writing style makes this bo(d< relevant to nearly all groups (d [people naturalists, educatcu's, 
ced lege St udents. amateurs interested in birds, amphibians, rept i les or plants. lTn|3hasis on conserva- 
ii(’m and habitat |')ivser\’ation make this bo(d< esj^ecial l\’ Nxilualde.- /\/n\ huiilh Nuns HiHiiniLiil Kc- 
scLinli lii\i il utc n/ frui.y 50P u u Si red I Ail VViu ( Ir / A’ 70/t)2 , 1 rS.A., umv n uiu /nS’vu/iuu.t (uii. 
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